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1. Explain your current understanding of effective assessment practices, including the difference between summative and formative assessment and the concepts of reliability, validity, and fairness.
Effective assessment practices have been seen as a means of promoting extended running learning in education. Mainly it is used in quizzes, games, and peer reflection. It focuses on giving feedback to students to improve their performance depending on the task issued. On the other hand, summative assessment determines the performance of the learners once they have finished the course (Patronis, 2017). Both formative and summative evaluation provides accreditation of grades through examinations, ensuring fairness and promoting validity in the learning process. The provision of feedback in formative assessment makes the practice reliable. 
1. Write about your belief in the worth of large-scale standardized tests and distinguish between norm-referenced and criterion-referenced varieties. How would you compare them with performance assessments (PBA or PBL) and formal observations?
I believe that large sale standardized tests are essential since they help teachers understand the strengths and weaknesses of students once they are assessed through quizzes. Norm-referenced criteria are used when one wants to compare a person's performance with that of other individuals in the group. The group is called the norm group. The performance of the chosen group is the criterion for deciding on the measurement outcome of the student (White, 2009). On the other hand, criterion-referenced criteria, one method for developing the criterion, is to understand a cut performance through the standard arranging criteria depending on the subject matter expert decision making (Cuhadar et al., 2021).  In providing assessment, I would prefer norm-referenced and criterion-referenced varieties to performance assessment and formal observation since they tend to focus more on students’ performance. 
1. Explain your understanding of appropriate and inappropriate test preparation and your understanding of the practice of "teaching to the test," as well as ways to make it engaging and reduce test anxiety.
Appropriate test preparation involves incorporating inside and outside learning activities that aid learners be ready for examinations. The activities include acquainting students with the examination format, familiarizing them with instructions found on the examination, and giving training on managing time while handling examinations (Gebril, 2018). On the other hand, inappropriate test preparation involves teachers putting pressure on their students to achieve high scores in examinations. Other practices include allotting time for students to ask questions and zero student-student engagement in class-related work (Popham, 2017). Narrowing the curriculum to focus on tested areas, for instance, grammar and leaving behind speaking since it was not part of the test, is another practice of inappropriate test preparation (Gebril, 2018). 
Teaching to test refers to activities that rarely emphasize the examination content and leave behind actual learning in language classes. The activities do not embrace learning-oriented practices but emphasize training learners on questions found in an examination (Gebril, 2018). Familiarizing students with instructions found in examinations and training them on time management when taking a test are effective ways of engaging students and reducing test anxiety and tension. 
1. In a few sentences, give your understanding of the Response to Intervention progress-monitoring process and how it informs student tier placement.
Response to intervention was mainly developed to identify students with learning challenges. On the other hand, it is considered to be a preventive measure. The response to intervention progress-monitoring process became popular after formulating the individual with disabilities education improvement Act in 2004. The monitoring progress was mainly developed to aid students with learning challenges in getting a certain degree of reading proficiency (Wisdom, 2021). The monitoring process informs student tier placement by providing the earliest intervention so that they are not left behind with their peer learners in reading proficiency. Teachers are supposed to have assessment data frequently and increases in regularity according to the tier of learners. 
Studies show that early intervention helps teachers identify and prevent reading challenges.  Teachers must show commitment to the professional establishment and progress monitoring for the response to intervention to be effective (Popham, 2017). Such minimizes incidences where learners tend to drop out of school. Studies show that learning institutions that want to show gains for learners with reading challenges should depend on data to know and establish successful interventions (Wisdom, 2021).
1. Describe your beliefs in fair grading practices, including giving extra credit, allowing do-overs, assigning zeros for cheating or work not handed in, and the concept of providing exemplars, drafts, feedback, and student-friendly rubrics.
In fair grading practices, I believe that giving extra credit should be eliminated. Extra credit was mainly used to help struggling learners raise their grades in finishing additional tasks. It will be fair if such learners can work hard towards manifesting capability in specific school outcomes (Berns et al., 2020). Assigning zeros for cheating through plagiarism and not handing overwork to the teacher is a fair grading practice. Such will help students avoid cheating since failing means being promoted to the next level. Allowing do-overs should be embraced as one of the fair grading practices. Each learner has a different pace at which they tend to learn. Learning requires repetitive mastering for one to familiarize themselves with the course content. Hence learners should be given a platform where they can do such, and in case of a mistake that involves failing, they should be given do-overs (Berns et al., 2020). 
A norm that embraces feedback collection through drafts on students' performance helps one improve on their weaknesses and repeat the task assigned with ease. With such, students can develop mastery in their learning progress (Berns et al., 2020). Fair grading practices can also be created through giving exemplars and developing student-friendly rubrics. 
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